170                 Doctor and Mrs. Beattie.            [A.D. 1772.
The gentleman being gone, and Dr. Johnson having left the room for some time, a debate arose between the Reverend Mr. Stockdale and Mrs. Desmoulins, whether Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander were entitled to any share of glory from their expedition. When Dr. Johnson returned to us, I told him the subject of their dispute. JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, it was properly for botany that they went out: I believe they thought only of culling of simples1.'
I thanked him for showing civilities to Beattie. ' Sir, (said he,) I should thank you. We all love Beattie. Mrs. Thrale says, if ever she has another husband, she'll have Beattie, He sunk upon us2 that he was married ; else we should have
1 Romeo and Juliet, act v. sc. i.
8                        'To JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
'Edinburgh, May 3, 1792. 'My DEAR SIR,                                                 to
' As I suppose your great work will soon be reprinted, I beg leave to trouble you with a remark on a passage of it, in which I am. a little misrepresented. Be not alarmed; the misrepresentation is not im-putable to you. Not having the book at hand, I cannot specify the page, but I suppose you will easily find it. Dr. Johnson says, speaking of Mrs. Thrale's family, " Dr. Beattie simk iipon us that he was married, or words to that purpose." I am not sure that I understand sunk tipon its, which is a very uncommon phrase, but it seems to me to imply, (and others, I find, have understood it in the same sense,) studiously concealed from us his being married. Now, Sir, this was by no means the case. I could have no motive to conceal a circumstance, of which I never was nor can be ashamed ; and of which Dr. Johnson seemed to think, when he afterwards became acquainted with Mrs. Beattie, that I had, as was true, reason to be proud. So far was I from concealing her, that my wife had at that time almost as numerous an acquaintance in London as I had myself; and was, not very long after, kindly invited and elegantly entertained at Streatham by Mr. and Mrs. Thrale.
' My request, therefore, is, that you would rectify this matter in your new edition. You are at liberty to make what use you please of this letter.
'My best wishes ever attend you and your family. Believe me to be, with the utmost regard and esteem, dear Sir,
'Your obliged and affectionate humble servant,     J. BEATTIE.'
I have, from my respect for my friend Dr. Beattie, and regard to his
shewn believe, but old men cannot forget, i                                    and the criminal law would not now endure.'
